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Extended Abstract:

The International Criminal Court, as the most
important supranational judicial authority competent
to deal with international crimes, has tools and < P
mechanisms under its statute or, in practical practice, ook
uses methods to provide practical support to victims in
order to secure and guarantee their rights and interests.
One of these methods is the participation of Quarterly
international non-governmental organizations active Legal Innovation Research
in the field of human rights, and among these
organizations, the International Red Cross is one of
the most important institutions and authorities. In this Spring 2025, Volume 1,
article, an attempt has been made to discuss and Issue 1
examine the functions of the International Red Cross
as a supportive and helpful institution (friend of the
court) towards victims of international crimes in the
International Criminal Court and in the proceedings of
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this supranational judicial authority. The overall
conclusion is that the International Red Cross, based
on an intellectual model and a scientific theory called
"“friend of the court/assistant of the court™, has tried,
especially in the last decade, to cooperate more
closely and coherently in order to provide and
guarantee better conditions for victims of international
crimes in terms of providing consultations in various
legal-judicial, emotional-physical, psychological-
cognitive fields, etc., as well as realizing the judicial
rights of victims in international criminal proceedings
before the Court, including compensation for damages
and healing of the pain caused, requiring criminals to
apologize to the victim, implementing restorative
processes, etc. However, despite this position and
function, some important shortcomings in the
performance of this organization in interacting with
the Court in the field of protecting the rights of
victims are evident.

Introduction

The primary objective behind the establishment of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) is to eliminate
impunity for all perpetrators of international crimes,
particularly senior government officials. The
formation of the ICC and the realization of its
objectives have involved extensive collaboration
between governmental and non-governmental
organizations. Among the most significant non-
governmental entities contributing to this process is
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),
which has played a crucial role in advancing
international humanitarian law. As a humanitarian
institution, the ICRC has consistently acted as a
driving force in ensuring the prosecution of those who
violate the legal norms governing armed conflicts.



,,,l ,I/ e g Gominozr Loy le 555 ¢ yg1 yiam L juen | Ailiody (Sl & oo 358
d’i‘:ﬂi‘w/,,

However, the prosecution of international
humanitarian law violators by States has often been
inadequate. Consequently, the ICRC, as a strong
advocate for international criminal justice, has made
persistent efforts to address these shortcomings. The
shared objective of ending impunity for international
crimes has led the ICRC to actively participate in both
the Preparatory Committee and the Preparatory
Commission for the establishment of the ICC.
Additionally, one of the key areas of the ICRC’s
engagement in criminal proceedings before the ICC is
the protection of victims. In recent years, the ICRC has
sought to implement mechanisms to safeguard victims’
rights and ensure their protection throughout the judicial
process. Given the critical role played by the ICRC in
international criminal proceedings, an examination of its
contributions in victim protection and its position before
the ICC is both essential and timely.

This article explores the role of the ICRC as an
amicus curiae (“friend of the court”) in safeguarding
victims' rights before the ICC. It aims to analyze how
the ICRC, as a leading non-governmental
organization engaged in humanitarian protection,
collaborates with the ICC—the most authoritative
supranational judicial body addressing international
crimes. The central concern of this study is to assess
the position of the ICRC and its interventions in the
judicial process before the ICC, particularly in
ensuring victims' rights are upheld. To this end, the
article examines the legal and procedural
contributions of the ICRC in its capacity as a judicial
assistance organization or, in formal legal terms, an
amicus curiae.

The fundamental question explored in this study is:
What is the legal standing of the ICRC as an amicus
curiae in ICC trials, and what specific support does it
provide to victims in criminal proceedings? To
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address this inquiry, the article will first provide an
overview of the ICRC’s relationship with the ICC and
its broader role in international criminal justice. It will
then analyze the rights and privileges granted to the
ICRC in its cooperation with the Court, specifically in
the context of victim protection. Furthermore, the
article will examine the main approaches adopted by
the ICRC in supporting victims of international
crimes, followed by a critical evaluation of the
organization’s effectiveness in fulfilling this mandate.

Methodology

This article adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, utilizing library research as the primary
method of data collection. The data collection
instrument employed is a questionnaire, and the
analysis of data and information is conducted through
a qualitative research method.

Findings

In accordance with its recognized mandates and
competencies, the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) seeks to play an increasingly
prominent role in criminal proceedings before
international judicial bodies, particularly the
International Criminal Court (ICC). Given the
fundamental philosophy and guiding principles
underpinning the establishment of this humanitarian
organization, supporting victims and individuals
affected by international crimes remains one of its
primary duties. In the contemporary legal framework,
states are expected to uphold their commitments to
international judicial cooperation and contribute to the
fight against international crimes and the eradication
of impunity for perpetrators of such crimes.

An examination of relevant documents, including
memoranda of understanding and cooperation
agreements between the ICC and the ICRC, reveals
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that the Committee enjoys specific rights and
privileges in its role as a protector of victims within
the ICC’s criminal proceedings. These include:

The right to attend hearings, ensuring the
Committee’s presence in judicial proceedings.

The right to express expert opinions on the nature,
extent, and impact of harm suffered by victims.

The right to propose mechanisms for victim
protection, serving as an advisory function to the
Court.

The right to design and implement treatment,
medical, and restorative measures for victims.
Furthermore, the Committee’s role is defined by four
key approaches in fulfilling its mandate:

Protective approach — safeguarding the rights and
dignity of victims.

Assistance approach — providing direct humanitarian
and medical aid.

Cooperation approach — working in collaboration
with judicial and governmental authorities.
Prevention approach — promoting strategies to
mitigate future harm and violations.

Each of these rights and approaches carries distinct
legal and practical implications, collectively granting
the ICRC a unique position within the ICC’s victim
protection framework. This structured system of
rights and responsibilities has significantly reinforced
the ICRC’s standing as an essential auxiliary body
to the International Criminal Court, further
strengthening its role in advancing international
humanitarian law and victim support mechanisms.

Conclusion

The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) can rightfully be regarded as an amicus
curiae of the International Criminal Court (ICC)
due to its constructive role in safeguarding the rights
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of victims in criminal proceedings. However, despite
its positive contributions, the ICRC’s performance in
this regard is not beyond critique. Several significant
limitations and challenges have been identified in its
engagement with the ICC.

Notably, the ICRC’s narrow focus on international
humanitarian law (IHL), often at the expense of
broader human rights concerns, has drawn criticism.
Additionally, its adherence to traditional warfare
paradigms has at times hindered its ability to
effectively address emerging forms of armed
conflict. Another key concern is the organization’s
reliance on the principle of confidentiality to
maintain access to crisis zones, which, while ensuring
neutrality, can also limit transparency and
accountability in judicial proceedings.

Addressing these three fundamental
shortcomings—expanding its focus to incorporate
human rights considerations, adapting to
contemporary manifestations of conflict, and
reassessing its confidentiality policies—would
significantly enhance the ICRC’s effectiveness.
Strengthening these areas would not only bolster its
cooperation with the ICC but also reinforce its
commitment to protecting victims’ rights within the
framework of international criminal justice.

Keywords:

International Red Cross, International Criminal Court,
assisting institution, Friend of the court, Guaranteeing
the rights of victims, International criminal
proceedings.
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V. The representatives of the World Red Cross and the Working Group for the Protection of Victims of
Major International Crimes are allowed to appear in the hearings of the Court both in the investigation
stage and in the substantive trial stage, especially in cases of multiple victims or in cases of serious crimes
involving damages, the amount of damages and Declare the casualties and the description of the

information, data and findings related to the volume and amount of damages and casualties.
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V. Representatives of the Red Cross have the right to comment on the type, volume and effects of
injuries and victims to the International Criminal Court. This right is especially due to the fact that
sometimes the amount of material damages and physical or even mental injuries caused by crimes
(including genocides, forced transfer of population and behaviors that are committed in this
context, including sexual assaults) is very high and the perpetrators It should be considered
important that they put a lot of effort into hiding the committed behaviors and the damages and

consequences caused by them.
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V. The representatives of the Red Cross have the right to determine the support mechanisms for the
victims as a consultative solution for the court. They have the possibility to directly advise the
victims, identify the mechanisms and methods of supporting them based on their opinions and
present them to the International Criminal Court.

v. The representatives of the Red Cross can intervene and take action in order to determine and
implement the treatment and medical and restorative procedures for the victims who have suffered
material, spiritual, physical or sexual damages. It seems that this right and competence is
complementary to all the cases that were mentioned in the previous parts and in fact, it completes

the circle of the Court's protections for the victims of international crimes.
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