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Extended Abstract:

This article examines the victimization of children and
adolescents from the perspectives of criminology and
victimology, aiming to analyze the existing challenges
within Iran’s legal and executive policymaking in this
domain. The concept of victimization—both in its
specific and general senses—serves as the foundational
basis of this study, with the article focusing particularly
on the victimization of children within family Quarterly
environments, on the streets, and in the workplace. Legal Innovation Research
Relying on legislative and policy documents such as
the National Document on the Rights of the Child and
Adolescent and the Bylaw of Article 6 of the Law on Spring 2025, Volume 1,
the Protection of Children and Adolescents, the study Issue 1

explores their protective capacities and assesses the
extent to which they align with the social realities
governing the lives of vulnerable children. The research
methodology is descriptive-analytical, based on library
studies, legal document analysis, and indirect field
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study through case sampling in areas such as child
labor, street children, and waste-picking children.
These samples provide evidence of exploitation, sexual
and physical abuse, and educational and health-related
deprivations, affirming the existence of structurally
embedded victimization within specific social contexts.
The analysis of theoretical and field data reveals that
despite legislative efforts, protective and preventive
policies have failed to yield satisfactory outcomes due
to a lack of institutional coherence, absence of effective
implementation strategies, and prevailing economic
challenges. Nevertheless, based on theoretical findings
and case studies, this research proposes that
policymaking should rely on the analysis of children’s
real-life conditions, enhancement of oversight
mechanisms, improved inter-institutional coordination,
and the design of targeted and practical social
interventions in order to prevent the proliferation of
harms resulting from child victimization.

Keywords: Victimization, Juvenile, Criminal Justice,
Criminal Policy, Restorative Justice, Street and Labor
Children, dumpster diving

Summary Revised Version:

This article investigates the victimization of children
and adolescents through the dual lenses of criminology
and victimology, with the objective of critically
evaluating the systemic shortcomings in Iran’s legal
and administrative frameworks concerning child
protection. The concept of victimization—interpreted
both narrowly and broadly—constitutes the analytical
foundation of this inquiry, which concentrates on the
mistreatment of minors within familial settings, on
public thoroughfares, and in labor environments.
Drawing on statutory instruments and policy texts,
including the National Document on the Rights of the
Child and Adolescent and the Executive Bylaw of
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Article 6 of the Law on the Protection of Children and
Adolescents, the study scrutinizes their protective
efficacy and gauges their congruence with the
prevailing socio-legal realities confronting vulnerable
minors. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, the research is grounded in doctrinal
analysis, secondary literature, and indirect empirical
observation via purposive sampling in contexts such as
child labor, street involvement, and informal waste
collection.

These case examples illuminate patterns of exploitation,
sexual and physical maltreatment, as well as educational
and healthcare neglect, thereby underscoring the
systemic and situational dimensions of child
victimization. The synthesis of theoretical discourse and
empirical indicators reveals that, notwithstanding
legislative advancements, the protective and preventive
mechanisms in place have yielded suboptimal results.
This is attributed to institutional fragmentation,
inadequate enforcement protocols, and pervasive
socioeconomic constraints.

In response, the article argues for a recalibration of
policy formulation rooted in empirical realities,
reinforced by robust oversight structures, enhanced
inter-agency coordination, and the implementation of
targeted, evidence-based interventions. Such reforms
are imperative to curtail the perpetuation of harm and to
foster a legal environment more attuned to the rights
and needs of at-risk children.

Refined Detailed Abstract

""Criminological Approaches to Child and
Adolescent Victimization*

Children and adolescents, as socially and structurally
vulnerable populations, are disproportionately
susceptible to various forms of victimization. These
manifestations include physical and psychological
abuse, sexual exploitation, child labor, and exposure to
poverty-induced marginalization and social exclusion.
A principal concern in this area is the profound impact
such victimization has on the physical, psychological,
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and social well-being of minors. The cumulative effects
can compromise societal development by generating
long-term disruptions in economic, cultural, and social
systems. While numerous jurisdictions—including
Iran—have introduced legal and policy frameworks
aimed at mitigating these harms and safeguarding child
welfare, significant challenges persist.

This article seeks to explore the multifaceted dimensions
of child and adolescent victimization from
criminological and victimological perspectives, with a
focus on identifying legal and institutional shortcomings
within Iran’s current regulatory and executive systems.
The analysis is grounded in the conceptual frameworks
of criminology and victimology, wherein victimization
is construed both narrowly—as direct harm resulting
from specific criminal acts such as physical assault or
sexual abuse—and broadly, encompassing indirect or
systemic harms including exploitative labor conditions,
homelessness, and the adverse effects of economic
disparity.

Methodologically, this study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach, incorporating legal document
analysis, secondary data, and qualitative insights drawn
from field observations. Case studies involving
working children, street-involved youth, and informal
waste collectors serve to illustrate patterns of abuse,
neglect, and institutional failure, highlighting the
persistence of entrenched victimization in various
Socio-economic contexts.

The findings reveal that, notwithstanding the enactment of
protective statutes such as the Law on the Protection of
Children and Adolescents and the National Charter on the
Rights of the Child, their practical enforcement remains
fraught with obstacles. Chief among these are institutional
fragmentation, inconsistent judicial and administrative
practices, and inadequate inter-agency coordination.
Additionally, the chronic underfunding of child protection
programs significantly impairs implementation and
hinders the capacity of relevant institutions to deliver
effective support services.
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Socioeconomic factors further exacerbate child
victimization. In underserved regions, conditions such
as poverty, unemployment, and deficient educational
and healthcare infrastructure heighten the exposure of
children to exploitation and abuse. Vulnerable
groups—including child laborers, street children, and
informal workers—often lack access to basic services,
deepening their marginalization and impeding their
development.

Despite progressive legislative measures, the landscape
of child victimization in Iran continues to face systemic
barriers. Weak policy execution, reactive rather than
preventive strategies, and insufficient oversight
mechanisms collectively undermine the efficacy of
existing protections.

To address these issues, the article advocates for a
comprehensive, evidence-based policy approach that
prioritizes prevention and structural reform. Key
recommendations include strengthening institutional
coordination, ensuring adequate resource allocation,
enhancing legal oversight, and integrating psychosocial
support services. Furthermore, the establishment of
educational and vocational programs, alongside
accessible counseling and rehabilitation centers, is
essential to mitigate risk factors and support reintegration.
Ultimately, a child-centered criminal justice framework
must transcend punitive responses and prioritize the
empowerment and dignity of minors. Only through such
a justice-oriented paradigm can societies effectively
combat victimization and foster environments in which all
children may thrive.
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