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Extended Abstract:

The experience of violence and sexual victimization
profoundly impacts the social development of young
individuals, often transforming them from victims 7
burdened with lasting trauma into potential offenders Lalsel

afflicted by inferiority complexes and psychological
disorders. In accordance with Article 3 of the Youth
Protection Law 1399, a sexually victimized youth is
classified as a "child at risk" and faces two primary Legal Innovation
dangers: repeated victimization and the risk of
engaging in progressive criminal behavior.

In crimes targeting young individuals, their physical Legal Innovation Research
characteristics frequently play a significant role in the
selection of victims and the perpetuation of antisocial
conduct. Victimization inherently reflects a power Spring 2025, Volume 1,
imbalance, wherein the perpetrator appears dominant
and the victim appears vulnerable. Sexual abuse, unlike
other forms of child abuse, is often compounded by the www.journallir.com
breach of a child's trust in an individual who initially
appears non-threatening, thereby inflicting severe and
sometimes irreparable harm.

The definition of sexual victimization is inherently
complex, as antisocial behaviors toward young
individuals vary based on cultural, familial, and
social contexts. However, it generally involves
subjecting minors to sexual activities that they
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neither comprehend nor willingly participate in.
Any exploitation of individuals under the age of 18
for sexual gratification that results in physical,
psychological, or sexual harm is encompassed
within this definition.

In today's digital age, cyberspace technology and
online services have the potential to enhance social
awareness and knowledge. Social networks are
created for various purposes, including information
sharing and social relationship building. However,
alongside these opportunities for education,
business, and entertainment, cyberspace also
presents a fertile ground for criminal activity.
Students, without the traditional support of parents
and educators, are increasingly exposed to
inappropriate sexual advances from adults online.
Cyberspace and social networks should not be
viewed solely as a threat or an opportunity; rather,
they embody both simultaneously. Adopting a
purely negative stance leads to restrictive measures
such as filtering, thereby neglecting the educational
and developmental potential of this medium.
Conversely, a constructive approach can harness the
capabilities of cyberspace for educational and
awareness-raising initiatives.

An essential question remains: Why do young
people increasingly turn to cyberspace for answers
to questions, particularly regarding sexual matters?
Can a reformed educational system, in collaboration
with national media, mitigate this trend by
providing accurate information and increasing
societal awareness, thereby reducing the reliance on
unreliable online sources?

Summary

Young people have historically received the least
amount of exposure and legal follow-up, despite the
rise in sexual offenses against them. This is because
they are the most vulnerable group in society. This
not only demonstrates increased support from
parents, educators, policymakers, and legal
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institutions for protecting their rights, interests, and
dignity against social deviations, but it also makes a
statement about the necessity of preventing and
limiting possibilities for breaching norms. Without
a doubt, making the most use of modern
technologies can raise a society's awareness level.
This includes making the most of mass
communication tools, smartphones, high-speed
internet, and virtual spaces that address various
societal levels. Now, given the prevalence of virtual
networks and communication, as well as the
emergence of phenomena like the sexual abuse of
minors within them, what are the relevant contexts
(family, education, media) and what degree of success
have been achieved in raising awareness, preventing,
and addressing the issue of sexual crimes?

The aim of this research is practical, and it uses a
descriptive survey method. To gather data, 100
questionnaires were prepared from social workers
working in the youth field; 100 questionnaires were
distributed to families with children under the age
of 18; and 100 questionnaires were examined from
individuals under the age of 18. These results
demonstrate that there is a cognitive gap between
the needs and desires of young people and their
families and schools, and that this, along with the
inefficiencies of the national media, leads to an
increase in the number of young people turning to
the internet for information and answers to their
questions about issues like sexual offenders.

Keywords: victimization, sexual crimes, young
people, prevention, cyber space.
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