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Extended Abstract:

The primary objective of this study is to examine the
impact of environmental design on mitigating
criminal opportunities for convicts in prisons. As one wes Po,

of the most significant correctional institutions, £ Wy

prisons are not only responsible for detaining _
individuals but also for rehabilitating and Legal Innovation
reintegrating them into society. In this regard, prison Quarterly
environmental design plays a critical role in _

minimizing criminal opportunities and enhancing Legal Innovation Research
prisoners' living conditions. Institute

This research is applied in nature and employs a _
mixed-methods approach, integrating qualitative and  [ESILEUIREACERIIV NS
quantitative methodologies. In the qualitative phase, Issue 1

expert opinions were gathered through semi- ) _
structured interviews with prison designers and www.journallir.com
specialists. The quantitative phase involved the
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distribution of structured questionnaires designed to

assess various components of prison environmental

design and their influence on criminal opportunities
for inmates.

The study’s statistical population comprised male

prisoners aged 20 to 60 years and prison personnel at

Shahrekord Prison. Using proportional sampling, 200

prisoners and 60 staff members were selected. To

ensure validity, both nominal and content validity
were applied, while reliability was measured through

Cronbach's alpha. For data analysis, exploratory

factor analysis was conducted using the maximum

likelihood (ML) method to identify key factors
influencing prison environmental design and its role
in reducing criminal opportunities.

The findings revealed five underlying factors in

prison environmental design that significantly

contribute to the creation of criminal opportunities:

1. Deficiencies in the design of cultural-educational
spaces and employment-generating areas;

2. Inadequate facilities in meeting rooms, healthcare
units, sports halls, and prisoner movement routes
between sections;

3. Insufficient classification of inmates and
inadequate spatial arrangements for separating
prisoners based on their offenses;

4. Mismatch between existing infrastructure and the
actual needs of prisoners;

5. High levels of interaction among inmates
convicted of different crimes, facilitating criminal
associations.

These factors collectively increase opportunities for

criminal behavior within prison facilities,

particularly by fostering interactions among inmates
with similar or varying criminal histories.

Furthermore, the study highlights that non-standard

architectural designs and poorly monitored or

concealed areas further contribute to criminal
opportunities. Implementing effective environmental
design that adheres to security, health, and welfare
standards can significantly prevent criminal activities
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within prisons. Based on factor analysis, strategies
such as limiting unnecessary access to restricted
areas and reducing excessive interactions among
prisoners can effectively mitigate crime inside
correctional facilities.
Additionally, the study emphasizes that prisons
should optimize the functionality of spaces such as
visitation areas, classrooms, and recreational zones.
The scientific classification of prisoners based on
crime severity and risk assessment is crucial in
minimizing criminal opportunities. Moreover,
incorporating open, well-lit spaces that facilitate
positive engagement between prisoners and staff can
reduce isolation, tension, and the likelihood of
recidivism.
A key innovative aspect of this research is its focus
on environmental design as a preventive measure
against crime within prisons. The study proposes
several practical recommendations for improving
prison architecture, including:
« Creating shared spaces that promote constructive
interactions;
« Enhancing supervision in high-traffic areas;
« Paying greater attention to interior design to foster
a safe and rehabilitative environment.
Ultimately, this research aims to provide strategic
solutions for enhancing prison conditions, reducing
criminal activities, and facilitating the reintegration
of former convicts into society.

Keywords: Environmental design, criminal
opportunities, convicts, prison, security.
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1. design based on the concept of “integration of skylights”

2. design based on the concept of “open environment”
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1 Design Based on the Concept of "Effective Functional Flow"
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