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Abstract:

The victimization of children and adolescents
constitutes one of the most pressing challenges
confronting contemporary societies and necessitates b
heightened and targeted attention within legal and } ;(5 ,,‘;,);/;j
social protection frameworks. With the development -
of supportive victimology, increased emphasis has
been placed on safeguarding child and juvenile Legal Innovation
victims, an approach that has been progressively
reflected in international instruments as well as the
domestic legislation of many jurisdictions. Iranian Legal Innovation Research
lawmakers have likewise drawn upon this paradigm,
introducing various statutory measures aimed at the
specific protection of children and adolescents. This  [ESULLITS g PR 0
legislative trajectory culminated in the enactment of
the Law on the Protection of Children and
Adolescents (1399 [2020]), which expressly www.journallir.com
addresses the protection of children and adolescents
who are either exposed to risk or have become
victims of criminal conduct.

The aforementioned law criminalizes a broad
spectrum of acts and omissions in order to
safeguard fundamental rights, including the right to
education, physical and mental health, sound
upbringing, moral integrity, and access to fair
judicial proceedings for children and adolescents.
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This article undertakes a critical examination of the
strengths and deficiencies of the existing legal
framework, while also identifying the principal
challenges associated with its enforcement and
practical application. Employing a descriptive—
analytical methodology and drawing upon library-
based and documentary sources, the study explores
the structure and rationale of differentiated
criminalization as embodied in the 1399 Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents.

In pursuit of this objective, relevant international
instruments, domestic legal provisions, and prior
scholarly works are examined, and a legal as well as
critical assessment of the law is presented. The
findings demonstrate that the enactment of this
legislation represents a significant advancement in
reinforcing the penal protection of children and
adolescents. Nevertheless, the law continues to face
notable challenges, including gaps in the
comprehensiveness of certain provisions,
inadequate enforcement guarantees, and
shortcomings in implementation at the operational
level. In conclusion, the article proposes a set of
recommendations aimed at enhancing and
consolidating supportive and preventive
mechanisms. These proposals include strengthening
enforcement structures, promoting education and
awareness among children and adolescents,
families, and relevant professionals, and expanding
access to specialized support and psychological
services for child and adolescent victims.

Keywords: differentiated criminalization,
supportive victimology, children and adolescents,
criminal justice, Law on the Protection of Children
and Adolescents.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The protection of children and adolescents is widely
recognized as a fundamental indicator of the
development and maturity of legal and social
systems. In the context of Iran, although a number
of fragmented statutory provisions existed to
safeguard children, prior to the enactment of the
Law on the Protection of Children and
Adolescents (1399 [2020]), there was no coherent,
comprehensive, or differentiated legal framework to
provide structured criminal protection for this
vulnerable population. The emergence of
contemporary forms of victimization—such as
economic exploitation, sexual abuse, and cyber-
related harms—coupled with Iran’s obligations
under international instruments, including the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, underscored
the urgent necessity for a legislative framework that
is both comprehensive and sensitive to the specific
needs of children and adolescents.

In response to these imperatives, the present study
undertakes an in-depth analysis of the structure of
differentiated criminalization within the 1399
Law. The principal research question investigates
whether the law effectively implements a
differentiated criminal policy with respect to the
protection of child and adolescent victims, and,
where deficiencies exist, which structural,
operational, or conceptual factors hinder the
realization of its objectives. The central hypothesis
posits that, despite the law’s innovative measures,
limitations such as inadequate enforcement
mechanisms, a lack of institutional coherence in the
assignment of responsibilities, and misalignment
between penalties and the severity of harm have
constrained its overall effectiveness.

Methodology:

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach
and is applied in its orientation. Data were collected
through library-based and documentary research,
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while comparative analysis was employed to
examine relevant international instruments and
foreign legislation, with particular reference to
England and France. Data analysis was conducted
using qualitative and inferential methods. By
categorizing forms of criminalization across four
principal domains—physical integrity, moral and
ethical welfare, educational and developmental
wellbeing, and judicial justice—the study evaluates
the functional efficacy and structural soundness of
the law.

Findings:

The findings indicate that the 1399 Law has taken a
significant step in advancing the criminal
protection of children and adolescents by
adopting a differentiated approach and
criminalizing a wide spectrum of harmful
behaviors. By moving beyond traditional and
reactive approaches, the law addresses critical
issues including children at risk, sexual abuse,
economic exploitation, neglect, carelessness, and
emergent threats such as online abuse and
deprivation of education, framing them in a manner
sensitive to the unique characteristics of the child
and adolescent population. Furthermore, the law
establishes a connection between criminalization
and the duties of relevant governmental agencies,
reflecting a commitment to a multi-institutional and
participatory criminal policy.

Nevertheless, a critical examination reveals notable
deficiencies. Among the most significant are the
disproportionate alignment of penalties with the
severity of harm, particularly in cases involving
sexual offenses. Prescribed sanctions, in certain
instances, fall below levels necessary to achieve
effective deterrence. Additionally, ambiguities in
key legal concepts, such as “close relatives” and
“sexual exploitation,” may give rise to inconsistent
judicial interpretation. From an implementation
perspective, gaps are evident in the fulfillment of
statutory obligations, insufficient specialized
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training for officials responsible for reporting and
protective interventions, and the absence of robust
mechanisms for monitoring and following up on
victims’ welfare. Collectively, these findings
suggest that, while the legislature has sought to
reinforce differentiated protection, effective
implementation demands legal reform, institutional
strengthening, and a recalibration of practical
enforcement approaches.

Conclusion and Recommendations:

The study concludes that the 1399 Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents, informed
by the principles of supportive victimology and
differentiated criminal policy, constitutes a
significant and innovative advancement in
enhancing the criminal protection of children and
adolescents. Comparative and legal analyses,
however, highlight persistent limitations that may
constrain its practical efficacy. One of the most
critical challenges lies in the lack of proportionality
between certain offenses and the penalties
prescribed, particularly in the domains of sexual
crimes and domestic violence. For instance,
contact-based or forcible sexual abuse perpetrated
by close relatives, despite its profound and lasting
impact on victims, is often subject to minimal
penalties classified at levels five or seven, which are
insufficient to provide effective deterrence.

A notable improvement over prior legislation is the
extension of statutory educational protection.
Previous law—particularly Article 2 of the Law on
the Provision of Educational Facilities for Iranian
Children and Adolescents (1353 [1974])—Ilimited
compulsory education protections to lower
secondary education, excluding upper secondary
schooling. The 1399 Law, adopting a more
contextually grounded approach, extends
educational protection through the completion of
upper secondary education, recognizing its crucial
role in preventing victimization and promoting
developmental continuity. Nevertheless, Article 9
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remains limited to acts arising from negligence and
inadvertence, omitting deliberate acts driven by
malice or bias.

Addressing these challenges requires intervention at
three levels. First, legislative reform should refine
penalties, clarify key definitions, and eliminate
provisions inconsistent with the principle of child
protection, thereby enhancing coherence and
effectiveness. Second, judicial interpretation
should prioritize the best interests of the child and
the preservation of human dignity as foundational
principles guiding the application of the law. Third,
implementation measures should include
specialized training for relevant institutions, the
development of comprehensive protective
guidelines, and the establishment of continuous
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to ensure
that the statutory protection of children and
adolescents is realized not only in theory but also in
practice.
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1. International Convention for the Suppression of the Circulation of and Traffic in Obscene
Publications 1923.

2. Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989.

3. concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labour 1999.
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