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Abstract:

Children and adolescents, as one of the most
vulnerable segments of society, require specialized
and targeted legal and social protections.
Victimization of this population not only generates
profound and often irreparable consequences for the
individual but also produces significant social
repercussions, affecting community structures and Legal Innovation
future development. Accordingly, the engagement
of the criminal justice system with children and
adolescents-considering their unique o i
developmental, psychological, ancgi social S LA

Quarterly

characteristics-demands differentiated, protective, Institute
and rehabilitative measures fully aligned with Summer 2025, Volume 2,
international legal instruments, particularly the

Convention on the Rights of the Child. Such an Issue 2
approach emphasizes adapting judicial, www.journallir.com
investigative, and enforcement processes to the
developmental needs of minors, prioritizing their
safety, welfare, and holistic rehabilitation.

In Iran, the Law on the Protection of Children
and Adolescents (1399 [2020]) represents a
substantial legislative advancement, establishing a
coherent and differentiated framework for the
protection of child and adolescent victims. This
legal development necessitates detailed examination
to assess both conceptual foundations and practical
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efficacy. The present study employs a qualitative,
descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing on
library-based research and online sources, to
investigate the principles, sources, and
operationalization of differentiated and
supportive criminal proceedings for child and
adolescent victims within the Iranian legal system.
Findings indicate that, despite legislative progress,
the absence of effective enforcement mechanisms
and specialized institutional structures constitutes a
primary obstacle to the practical realization of child
protection objectives. In the absence of these
institutional and procedural safeguards, the criminal
justice system remains insufficiently equipped to
fulfill the legislature’s protective and rehabilitative
aims. The study proposes actionable
recommendations to strengthen the implementation
of differentiated and supportive criminal justice
mechanisms, including enhancing specialized
institutional capacity, improving procedural
guidelines, and ensuring continuous monitoring and
evaluation. These measures aim to bridge the gap
between statutory provisions and practical
enforcement, thereby advancing the rights,
protections, and welfare of child and adolescent
victims.

Keywords: child and adolescent victims,
differentiated and supportive criminal proceedings,
specialized child protection police, specialized
public and revolutionary prosecution, specialized
criminal courts.
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Extended Abstract

Children and adolescents, as one of the most
vulnerable segments of society, require targeted and
specialized protections across legal, judicial, and
social dimensions. The stages of childhood and
adolescence, given their distinct psychological,
social, and developmental characteristics, represent
the most sensitive phases of human life. During this
period, any form of victimization or harm not only
produces profound and often irreversible
consequences for the individual but also generates
broader societal ramifications, affecting community
structures and long-term social development.
Accordingly, the provision of comprehensive
protective frameworks for this demographic is a
fundamental responsibility of any advanced legal
system.

Within the criminal justice system, engagement
with child and adolescent victims necessitates the
adoption of differentiated, protective, and
rehabilitative measures tailored to their specific
characteristics. These measures must be grounded
in international principles and human rights
standards, particularly instruments such as the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, with the
primary aim of safeguarding children’s rights and
mitigating the secondary harm caused by judicial
processes. In Iran, the enactment of the Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents (1399
[2020]) represents a significant legislative
milestone. For the first time in the Iranian legal
framework, this law explicitly addresses the rights
of children and adolescents and establishes
institutional mechanisms intended to prevent
victimization. Nevertheless, the effective
implementation of these provisions and the
establishment of the necessary infrastructure for a
differentiated and supportive criminal justice
system remain critical challenges.

The primary objective of this study is to examine
and analyze the concept, sources, and operational
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role of differentiated and supportive criminal
justice proceedings for child and adolescent
victims within the Iranian legal system. Employing
a descriptive-analytical methodology and relying on
library-based research and authoritative sources, the
article seeks to clarify the theoretical and practical
foundations of differentiated and supportive
proceedings, contextualized within both domestic
and international legal instruments, while
identifying operational and procedural challenges.
The first section of the article addresses key
foundational concepts, including “differentiated and
supportive criminal proceedings,” “victim,” and
“child and adolescent,” each defined and analyzed
in light of domestic legislation and international
instruments, notably the Convention on the Rights
of the Child and its Optional Protocols. This
section provides a comprehensive review of the
relevant literature and demonstrates the necessity of
implementing such a legal framework.

The second section examines the sources of this
type of proceedings, encompassing binding
international instruments as well as domestic laws,
including the Criminal Procedure Code and the
Law on the Protection of Children and
Adolescents, which collectively form the legal
basis for differentiated and supportive criminal
proceedings. This section evaluates the strengths
and weaknesses of the Iranian legal framework in
legislating for the protection of child and adolescent
victims.

The third section focuses on the institutions and
agencies responsible for implementing this judicial
system, including specialized child protection
police units, prosecution offices, dedicated courts
for children and adolescents, and supportive
institutions such as the Office for the Protection of
Children and Adolescents. It examines their
organizational structure, operational functions, and
the challenges they face in practice, while clarifying
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their role in ensuring the efficacy of differentiated
and supportive criminal justice.

Despite legislative advancements, significant
challenges persist in the practical protection of child
and adolescent victims. Principal among these are
the absence of effective enforcement mechanisms,
the scarcity of specialized institutions, and
insufficient professional training for personnel
involved in reporting, investigating, and
safeguarding children and adolescents. This study
not only analyzes these challenges but also proposes
strategies to strengthen the differentiated and
supportive criminal justice system in Iran. Its
ultimate objective is to contribute to the realization
of the rights of children and adolescents as one of
society’s most vulnerable groups and to advance
principles of social justice.
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2. Guidelines on Justice in Matters involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime.
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